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Instructions 

 Dictionaries are not allowed. 

 Answer on lined paper.  Clearly mark your name at the top of each sheet 

of paper you use. 

 Answer ALL the questions in Section A.  Answer ONE question from 

Section B.  You should divide your time equally between both 

sections. 

 You are expected to write clearly and accurately in your answers.  Write 

in full sentences.  You should leave some time towards the end of the 

examination to check your work carefully. 

 The maximum number of marks for this paper is 50. 



Section A: Comprehension 
 

Spend about 30 minutes on this section 

 

The following passage is from Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula (1897).  It describes the 

narrator’s journey to Count Dracula’s castle.  Read the passage carefully and then 

answer the questions that follow.    

 
Soon we were hemmed in with trees, which in places arched right over the roadway 

till we passed as through a tunnel; and again great frowning rocks guarded us boldly 

on either side.  Though we were in shelter, we could hear the rising wind, for it 

moaned and whistled through the rocks, and the branches of the trees crashed 

together as we swept along.  It grew colder and colder still, and fine, powdery snow 

began to fall, so that soon we and all around us were covered with a white blanket.  

The keen wind still carried the howling of the dogs, though this grew fainter as we 

went on our way.  The baying of the wolves sounded nearer and nearer, as though 

they were closing round on us from every side.  I grew dreadfully afraid, and the 

horses shared my fear.  The driver, however, was not in the least disturbed.  He kept 

turning his head to left and right, but I could not see anything through the darkness. 

     Suddenly, away on our left, I saw a faint flickering blue flame.  The driver saw it at 

the same moment.  He at once checked the horses, and, jumping to the ground, 

disappeared into the darkness.  I did not know what to do, the less as the howling of 

the wolves grew closer; but while I wondered, the driver suddenly appeared again, 

and without a word took his seat, and we resumed our journey.  I think I must have 

fallen asleep and kept dreaming of the incident, for it seemed to be repeated endlessly, 

and now looking back, it is like a sort of awful nightmare.  Once the flame appeared 

so near the road, that even in the darkness around us I could watch the driver's 

motions.  He went rapidly to where the blue flame arose, it must have been very faint, 

for it did not seem to illumine the place around it at all, and gathering a few stones, 

formed them into some device.  Once there appeared a strange optical effect: when he 

stood between me and the flame he did not obstruct it, for I could see its ghostly flicker 

all the same.  This startled me, but as the effect was only momentary, I took it that my 

eyes deceived me straining through the darkness.  Then for a time there were no blue 

flames, and we sped onwards through the gloom, with the howling of the wolves 

around us, as though they were following in a moving circle.  

     At last there came a time when the driver went further afield than he had yet gone, 

and during his absence, the horses began to tremble worse than ever and to snort and 

scream with fright.  I could not see any cause for it, for the howling of the wolves had 

ceased altogether; but just then the moon, sailing through the black clouds, appeared 

behind the jagged crest of a beetling, pine-clad rock, and by its light I saw around us 

a ring of wolves, with white teeth and lolling red tongues, with long, sinewy limbs 

and shaggy hair.  They were a hundred times more terrible in the grim silence which 

held them than even when they howled.  For myself, I felt a sort of paralysis of fear.  

It is only when a man feels himself face to face with such horrors that he can 

understand their true import.   
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     All at once the wolves began to howl as though the moonlight had had some 

peculiar effect on them.  The horses jumped about and reared, and looked helplessly 

round with eyes that rolled in a way painful to see; but the living ring of terror 

encompassed them on every side, and they had perforce to remain within it.  I called 

to the coachman to come, for it seemed to me that our only chance was to try to break 

out through the ring and to aid his approach.  I shouted and beat the side of the 

calèche*, hoping by the noise to scare the wolves from the side, so as to give him a 

chance of reaching the trap.  How he came there, I know not, but I heard his voice 

raised in a tone of imperious command, and looking towards the sound, saw him 

stand in the roadway.  As he swept his long arms, as though brushing aside some 

impalpable* obstacle, the wolves fell back and back further still.  Just then a heavy 

cloud passed across the face of the moon, so that we were again in darkness.   
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* calèche] a horse-drawn carriage 

* impalpable] unable to be felt by touch 

 

1.  Reread the first paragraph (lines 1-11).  Explain the use and effect of imagery 

in this paragraph. 

(4 marks) 

 

2. Look again at the second paragraph (lines 12-27).  What do we learn about the 

mysterious blue flame in this paragraph? 

(4 marks) 

 

3. Looking at the passage as a whole, how does the writer present the 

mysterious coach driver?  Use quotations from the text to support your 

answer. 

(7 marks) 

 

4.  How does the writer create and maintain tension in the passage as a whole?  

Use quotations from the text to support your answer.  

(10 marks) 

 

(Total: 25 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TURN OVER  



Section B: Composition 
 

Spend about 30 minutes on this section 

 

Answer ONE of the following questions.  You are reminded of the importance of 

clear and accurate written English and of careful presentation in your answers.  All 

questions carry equal marks. 

 

1.  Describe an encounter – real or imaginary – with a mysterious individual.  

Write in a way that creates a clear picture of the encounter in the reader’s 

mind.       

(25 marks) 

 

2. ‘It grew colder and colder still, and fine, powdery snow began to fall, so that 

soon we and all around us were covered with a white blanket.’  Write a story 

that begins with these words. 

(25 marks) 

 

3. ‘Making the journey.’  Use this title as EITHER: 

 

a) the headline for an article for a teenage magazine 

 

OR  

 

b) a speech to present to your school assembly.  

(25 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF QUESTIONS 


