
  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SAMPLE ENTRANCE  

EXAMINATION PAPER 
 
 
 

For pupils currently in Year 9  
 

 

 

ENGLISH 
 

 

 

 

Name: 

 

Age: Year: 

 
 

Time: 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

Instructions: 
 

1. Answer all the questions in Section A. 

2. Answer ONE question from Section B. 
3. You will be given marks for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

4. You have 90 minutes for the exam. Spend 45 minutes on Section A and 45 minutes on 
Section B. 

 

Section A  
Section B  

Total  
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Section A 

 

Read the article ‘What’s really going on in a teenager’s brain?’ and then answer all of the questions. 

 

 
 



 3 SSH S1211 T012  ENG 14ENT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 4 SSH S1211 T012  ENG 14ENT 

Section A 

 

1. ‘My moods are all over the place from day to day.’ (paragraph 2) 

 

Give one quotation from paragraph 3 which supports this idea. 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
[1 mark] 

 

2. Steve Johnson says about his son: 

 

‘He’s changed – overnight.’ (paragraph 1) 

 

Explain the effect of the dash in this quotation. 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
[2 marks] 

 

3. ‘…adolescence was like a thunderstorm crashing all round her house.’ (paragraph 2) 

 

Explain what the choice of language in this quotation suggests about Ellen’s view of adolescence. 

 

 ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
[4 marks] 

 
4. In this article about adolescence, the writer has included quotations from a range of people to give 

a balanced view.  

 

What is the effect of including quotations from parents. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
[4 marks] 
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5. Paragraph 4 is about scientists’ research into teenage brains. 

 

a) Give one word of phrase from this paragraph which shows that the writer believes the scientists’ 

research is new and important. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

[1 mark] 

 

b) Explain how the scientists have reacted to their discoveries. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
[4 marks] 

 

 

6. What does the phrase a giant construction project (paragraph 5) suggest about the teenage brain? 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
[4 marks] 

 

7. How does the writer present teenage years as a very confusing time? 

 

You might like to consider: 

 The opinions from parents 

 The use of scientific information 

 The use of language. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
[10 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Turn-over for Section B 
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Section B 

 

Select and answer one of the following tasks: 

 

1. Write an article for your school magazine about the difficulties of teenage life. 

 

2. Write a description of a very badly behaved teenager. 

 

3. Write a speech arguing that teenagers are put under too much pressure in life. 
[30 marks] 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________
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