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Answers should be written on lined paper.  
 
The first 10 minutes should be spent reading the texts in Section A and Section B. 
 

 Section A asks you to analyse a prose passage. 

 Section B is a creative writing task. 
 
You are advised to spend just under 25 minutes on each section.  Use the last few minutes to 
read over what you have written and correct any mistakes.  The quality of your writing will be 
assessed in both sections. 

 



  
  

SECTION A: READING 

 
The following passage is the opening to the novel The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury, about 
humans moving to Mars. 

Ohio is a state in the United States of America. 

 
 
 
January 1999: ROCKET SUMMER  
 
One minute it was Ohio winter, with doors closed, windows locked, the panes blind with 
frost, icicles fringing every roof, children skiing on slopes, housewives lumbering like great 
black bears in their furs along the icy streets. 
 
And then a long wave of warmth crossed the small town. A flooding sea of hot air; it 
seemed as if someone had left a bakery door open. The heat pulsed among the cottages 
and bushes and children. The icicles dropped, shattering, to melt. The doors flew open. 
The windows flew up. The children worked off their wool clothes. The housewives shed 
their bear disguises. The snow dissolved and showed last summer’s ancient green lawns. 
 
Rocket summer. The words passed among the people in the open, airing houses. Rocket 
summer. The warm desert air changing the frost patterns on the windows, erasing the art 
work. The skis and sleds suddenly useless. The snow, falling from the cold sky upon the 
town, turned to a hot rain before it touched the ground. 
 
Rocket summer. People leaned from their dripping porches and watched the reddening sky. 
 
The rocket lay on the launching field, blowing out pink clouds of fire and oven heat. The 
rocket stood in the cold winter morning, making summer with every breath of its mighty 
exhausts. The rocket made climates, and summer lay for a brief moment upon the land… 

 
 

 
 

  



  
  

 

Answer the following questions in full sentences written in clear, precise English.  Spend about 
25 minutes altogether on this section. 
 

1. Using your own words as far as possible, describe the scene in the town as the rocket 
prepares to launch. [5] 

2. How does Ray Bradbury convey the heat coming from the rocket? Remember to use 
examples of language from the passage to illustrate your ideas. [10] 

3. How does Ray Bradbury use this passage to create an exciting start to The Martian 
Chronicles? Consider a range of examples and literary techniques in your answer. [10] 

 
 

[Total for Section A: 25 marks] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION B: WRITING 
 

Choose ONE of the following tasks.   
 
Marks will be awarded for originality, clarity and vocabulary, as well as spelling and punctuation. 
Take a few minutes to plan before you begin writing.   
 
EITHER 
 

1. Think of a time when you were excited about going on a journey. Describe your feelings 
using a range of interesting language. 
 

OR 

2. Describe one of the four seasons in detail, using a range of interesting language. 
 

Spend about 25 minutes on this task. 

 
 

 [Total for Section B: 25 marks] 
 


