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Time allowed – 2 hours 

 

Answer all the questions. Write in full sentences throughout. 

 

There are 30 marks available for the Comprehension, and 40 marks available 

for the Composition tasks (20 for each question). 

 

You are expected to write accurate, grammatical, well-punctuated prose 

throughout this paper. 

Please use 3 lined sheets for answers:- 

One sheet for Comprehension 

One sheet for Composition (a) 

One sheet for Composition (b) 
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Comprehension: 

1) What do you think Donne means by ‘Thou art slave to fate?’ in line 9? (2) 

 

 

2) What are the ‘palisades of piety’ in line 11 of Scannell’s poem? (2) 

 

 

3) Choose two interesting or vivid examples of language from each poem and explain what 

makes them so effective. (6) 

 

4) Compare the ways in which the two poets explore attitudes towards death. 

Comment on form, language and ideas. (20) 

 

Composition: 

(a) Compose a piece of prose writing which directly addresses one of the following: 

 

Famine Discrimination Hunger 

Love  Regret   Fear 

 

You will be rewarded for the clarity and creativity of your work as well as for accurate 

punctuation, grammar and spelling. 

(20) 

AND 

 

(b) ‘Better to light a candle than curse the darkness.’ Peter Benenson,  Founder of Amnesty 

International 

Compose a short essay in response to this quotation, drawing on your understanding of the 

world today. 

You will be rewarded for the clarity and interest of your work as well as for accurate 

punctuation, grammar and spelling. 

(20) 


